Deadline For Entries:
Friday, August 6, 2021

A Construction Safari
It’s Wild!

Greater

Houston

2021 CALL FOR ENTRIES

General Overview

On Thursday, October 28th, Associated Builders and Contractors of Greater Houston will present the Excellence in
Construction Awards at the Ballroom at Bayou Place. This event, established in 2000, recognizes outstanding projects in
the commercial and industrial construction industry. Members in good standing have the opportunity to submit completed
projects into the formal competition. Top scoring projects will be showcased at the evening program. In addition, winners
are also given local and national media attention in the form of press releases, including features dedicated to the awards
program in ABC’s Build Houston Magazine. Winners at the local level are eligible, and encouraged, to participate in the
ABC National Awards competition on March 16, 2022 in San Antonio, Texas. ABC Houston members traditionally do well
at the National Competition. At the last national convention, Houston members took home 10 National Awards. Attend
one of the local How To Submit seminars and learn why!

Recognizing Excellence

You are invited to submit your outstanding project(s) for consideration in the 2021 ABC Greater Houston Excellence in
Construction awards competition. Projects will be evaluated by local Industry Professionals, Owners, Architects and
Engineers on safety, execution of design, craftsmanship, attention to detail, installation, and other considerations. ABC
Greater Houston also awards the coveted “Best of Houston” traveling award to a local ICE (highest award) winning project
that best represents the industry and our great city. Past winners include:

• 2020: SpawGlass Construction Corp. - Texas A&M University John D. White - Robert L. Walker 			
Music Activities Center
• 2019: E.E. Reed Construction, L.P. - Ravago Warehouse Distribution Center
• 2018: Manhattan Construction - United Airlines Terminal C North at Houston Intercontinental Airport
• 2017: Satterfield & Pontikes Construction - Cypress Park High School
• 2016: D.E. Harvey Builders - Five Oaks Tower/BHP Billiton Tower
• 2015: SpawGlass Construction Corp. - Port Arthur Savings Renovation

2021 CALL FOR ENTRIES DEADLINE
4:00pm
Friday, August 6, 2021
Need help with your entry or have questions?
Attend one of the How To Submit Seminars:
- Thursday, May 20, 2021
- Thursday, June 17, 2021
Visit www.abchouston.org to learn more.

Eligibility
Project(s) must be completed by an ABC member in good standing. Eligible projects must meet the following standards:
• Project(s) with a safety-related fatality, regardless of contractor trade, will NOT be considered for an Excellence
in Construction award.
• General Contractors and Specialty Contractors are eligible to submit.
• Projects must be completed between October 16, 2019 and October 15, 2021*.
• Projects built outside of Houston will be accepted if portions of the project were managed through
member’s Houston office.
• All entries must follow the Entry Criteria section of this booklet.
• A non-refundable $300 entry fee must accompany each project submission.
• Entries must be completed electronically, visit www.abchouston.org or call 713-523-6222 for more
information.
• Notify Jennifer Woodruff at the ABC office of intent to submit by Friday July 2, 2021 by email at
j.woodruff@abchouston.org. Please state project(s) name and category(s) if known.
• All completed entries must be submitted online via ABC provided Dropbox link no later than 4pm on Friday,
August 6, 2021.
• Pay non-refundable entry free of $300 per project online or via check delivered to:
Excellence in Construction Awards Competition
Associated Builders and Contractors
4910 Dacoma St.
Houston, Texas 77092
* You may apply for a variance from the Excellence In Construction Committee, which will grant exceptions on a
case-by-case basis. Contact Jennifer Woodruff at (713)523-6222 for more information.
Submittal Process
Excellence In Construction Submittal(s) will be accepted via a dropbox link which will be provided to you
upon receiving your Intent To Submit notice. Contact Jennifer Woodruff at j.woodruff@abchouston.org or visit
www.abchouston.org for more details.
Judging
A panel of judges from the Owner, Architect and Engineering communities will review, evaluate and select EIC winners.
Entries must earn a cumulative minimum of 85 points to be eligible to win an ICE award and must earn a cumulative total of at
least 70 points to qualify for a Merit Award. Only one ICE award will be given in each category. Each project will be judged
individually; consequently, awards may not be given in
all categories. No member or staff of the ABC Greater
Houston Chapter will participate as judges. Winners will
be announced at the Excellence In Construction awards
banquet to be held on Thursday, October 28, 2021 at the
Ballroom at Bayou Place. The Judging Committee reserves
the right to reassign a project to a different category or
realign categories.
LOCATION: BALLROOM AT BAYOU PLACE

Entry Criteria
NOTE: Entries will only be accepted electronically via a Dropbox folder link that will be emailed to you once your Intent to Submit is
received. All criteria outlined in this Call For Entry document must be included within your Dropbox folder. Entries should be uploaded
as a single PDF file which includes each section in this document. Photos should be incorporated into your PDF file AND placed as
.jpg files in a photo file provided within your project Dropbox link. If you are submitting more than one project, you will be provided
with a Dropbox folder for each individual entry. To get your Dropbox folder link, please email j.woodruff@abchouston.org.

OVERALL PRESENTATION - 5 POINTS

• Upload one PDF document in entry folder with all sections included and labeled, which is pleasing to the eye and legible.
Points will be deducted for font that is too small, or difficult to read. Photo folder contains .jpg photos as requested in the photo
section of this call for entry.
• Points will be deducted for grammatical errors, spelling mistakes and other typographical errors.

CONTRACTED SCOPE - 10 POINTS

• Include up to one full page detailing the contract scope, ensuring legibility when selecting font design and size.
• Provide a description of your scope for this project including type of construction, size of project, contract value, length of
project, and percentage of labor that is self-performed. Provide a list of all contractors on this project and designate which
are ABC members (find members online at http://web.abchouston.org/search).
• Describe the opportunities you provided to the construction community to participate based on merit.

NARRATIVE - 30 POINTS

• Include up to four pages, ensuring legibility when selecting font design and size.
• Provide a written narrative indicating why this project is special and why it qualifies for an award. The focus of the narrative
should be the construction (i.e. erection, installation, modification, grade footprint, etc.) of the project. Be sure to include the
following items:
• Describe any innovative programs relating to quality control
• Describe any innovative programs relating to scheduling
• Describe any value analysis/engineering process used on the project
• Indicate any special obstacles you overcame in completing the project
• Describe any difficulties or extenuating circumstances encountered in completing the project
• Describe any innovative programs or methods related to productivity

PHOTOGRAPHS - 8 POINTS

• Include up to 10 quality photographs (8-10 recommended) of the project in your PDF presentation photo section that are clear
of descriptions or captions, preceded by one typed page that includes photo descriptions/captions for each photo. Include
the same (up to 10) photos in a .jpg file format and the one page photo description guide inside your dropbox photo folder
(these will be used for marketing purposes).
• To obtain maximum points, include “in progress” photos for new construction or “before and after” photos for restoration and
renovation projects.
• It is recommended to include photos that are relevant to the challenges and solutions outlined in the narrative.
• Your JPG digital photos are required to be a minimum of 300 dpi resolution.
• The photographs in your photo folder may not be submitted within a software program such as PowerPoint or Acrobat and
must not include any text or framing that affects the photo.
• Absolutely no videos are accepted.
• Photographer’s Use Authorization: If any of photos being submitted were taken by a third-party photographer, the photographer’s
written authorization to use the photos is required. There are two ways to comply: (1) the photographer can sign and date the
licensing agreement (included in your dropbox folder), or (2) applicant must submit a letter from the photographer giving ABC
authorization to use the photos, which must follow the licensing agreement. The letter should be scanned an included in your
dropbox folder.

SAFETY - 31 POINTS

• Did the applying company have a safety-related fatality within the current program year (October 16, 2020 - October 15, 2021)? If yes,
your company is not eligible.
• Did your company have a safety-related fatality within two or three years of the current program year (October 16, 2018-October 15,
2020)? If yes, answer the questions below.
• What was the violation type as determined by OSHA (i.e. Willful, Serious, Repeated, Other-than serious, No violation was cited)?
• Date and location of incident
• Were there any fines, citations or penalties issued? If so, by whom (i.e. OSHA, Police, Department of Transportation, etc.)?
• Provide a written report up to five pages that details the following:
• A full account of the incident and the investigation
• What corrective actions were taken immediately?
• What corrective actions were taken culturally?
• How was accountability addressed?
• What procedural changes were made?
• Was there an overall evaluation of the company safety policies, and if so, what changes were made?
• If the fatality occurred within two or three years prior to this program year (October 16, 2018-October 16, 2019),
provide details as to how your company has implemented the changes discussed above and how it has affected the
overall safety performance.
• Did this project have a safety-related fatality? If yes, this project is not eligible.
• Include copies of the project-specific OSHA Form 300 and OSHA Form 300A for your company. If project-specific forms are not available,
you may include completed forms for all the year(s) the project was under construction, including a year-to-date form if the contract was
completed in the current program year. If you are submitting annual forms, they must be specific to the office location that completed the
work and all recordables specific to the project being submitted must be highlighted. All personal information must be redacted. If omitted,
your company is not eligible.
• Has your company signed the Construction Coalition for a Drug- and Alcohol-Free Workplace’s pledge at drugfreeconstruction.org? If no,
your company is not eligible.
• Does your company have a written substance abuse policy? If yes, provide a copy of the table of contents and explain how it was implemented
on the project.
• Does your company have a written Safety and Health Policy Manual? If yes, include its table of contents or provide a one-page summary.
If no, your company is not eligible.
• Was a site-specific Safety and Health Policy Manual developed for this project? If yes, include its table of contents or provide a one-page
summary.
• Provide the project’s organizational chart identifying the person responsible for safety.
• Does your company conduct a new employee safety orientation? If yes, include a copy of the agenda.
• Were toolbox safety meetings held with employees? If yes, were these meetings documented and what was the frequency of meetings?
Include a one-page summary or an example up to two pages.
• Did your company regularly establish pre-task safety planning prior to beginning work on this project? If yes, provide at least one example.
• Did your company have a process in place to record near-miss cases on this project? If yes, provide supporting documentation of this process
and how your company uses this information. Note this does not indicate near-misses occurred.
• Was specialized training conducted on this project? If yes, indicate types on a separate page.
• Provide additional information regarding any innovative safety and health programs used on this project or the company’s overall safety
program.
• Calculate your company’s Total Recordable Incident Rate (TRIR) = Number of recordable accidents x 200,000 / total manhours for the project
• Total manhours for all disciplines included in your contract on this project
• Company NAICS and SIC codes
• Number of OSHA-recordable accidents on this project
• Number of OSHA job transfer or restriction cases on this project
• Number of OSHA days away from work cases on this project
*General contractors and construction managers also must include all specialty contractors’ hours
and recordables on this project.
• For general contractors or construction managers: Do you require accident reports from specialty contractors? If yes, provide information
on the process.
• Provide the name, title, phone, email and signature for the person responsible for safety on this project and attesting to these accident rates.

REFERENCES - 10 POINTS

Please include a letter of recommendation from the owner as well as letters from the design team and other endorsements, or third-party
comments. To obtain maximum points, General Contractors should submit at least a letter from the Owner and Architect. Specialty
Contractors should submit at least a letter from General Contractor.

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS - 2 POINTS

Please provide any miscellaneous supporting materials such as diagrams and other graphics, media coverage and promotion, other
awards. (maximum five pages)

Accredited Quality Contractor (AQC) - 2 Points

If your company is an ABC 2021 AQC member, include a copy of the company certificate or renewal letter. To request a copy of
your AQC certificate, please email aqc@abc.org.

STEP Participants - 2 points

Include a copy of the company’s Safety Training Evaluation Process (STEP) certificate from the year(s) the project was performed, or
from 2021. If you do not have a copy of your certificate email step@abc.org. Please note ABC receives several requests and handles
them as received. For more information about STEP and to download an application, visit www.abc.org/STEP.

CATEGORIES

(Categories will be further subdivided based on number of entries received and project value. You may enter more than one
project in a single category.)
GENERAL CONTRACTOR PROJECTS
General Contracting, Construction Management
(ground up and tenant finish)
1) Heavy Industrial - Construction (ie: Power, Petro-Chem, Refining, Energy, Paper Mill, Steel Mill)
2) Heavy Industrial - Maintenance/Small Cap (ie: Evergreen or Longterm, 6 Month Minimum, No Completion Date Required)
3) Heavy Industrial - Turnarounds & Shutdowns
4) Light Industrial (ie: Pharmaceutical Plants, Manufacturing Facilities, Warehouses)
5) Commercial (ie: Office Building, Retail Facilities, Churches, Banks, Hotels, Mixed Use)
6) Healthcare (ie: Hospitals, Clinics, Diagnostic Centers, Laboratories)
7) Historical Restoration
8) Institutional - Publicly Funded (ie: Schools, Airports, Libraries)
9) Interior (ie: Build Out, Remodel)
10) Infrastructure/Heavy, Public Works and Environmental (ie: Highways, Transit, Parks, Water Treatment Plants)
11) Residential (ie: Multi-family, Condos, Senior Living, Student)
12) Other (Construction not specifically referred to in the previous categories, ie: Theme Park, Zoo, Water Park, etc.)
SPECIALTY CONTRACTOR PROJECTS
Projects where member performs specialty contracting
1) Electrical
2) Finish Exterior (ie: Masonry, Precast, Stone, other exterior finishes)
3) Finish Interior (ie: Acoustical, Drywall, Millwork, Plaster, Other Interior Finishes)
3) Mechanical
4) Other Specialty Construction (Commercial)
5) Other Specialty Construction (Industrial)
6) Sitework/Landscaping

ENTRY FORM

Provide the requested information exactly as it should appear in award-related materials and on the award.
If you have any questions regarding this application, please call the ABC office at (713) 523-6222 or
email j.woodruff@abchouston.org.
CONTRACTOR INFORMATION
Company Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Company principal and title: _______________________________________________________________
Mailing address: ________________________________________________________________________
City:________________________________ State:_______________________ Zip:_____________________
Phone:__________________________ Fax:__________________________ Email: ______________________
PRIMARY CONTACT INFORMATION (PERSON TO NOTIFY RELATED TO QUESTIONS AND AWARD STATUS)
Contact name:________________________________ Title: ________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________ Email:________________________________________
PROJECT INFORMATION
Name of project: ____________________________________________________________________________
Project location (city/state): ____________________________________________________________________
Final contract amount: __________________________ Project Square Footage (if applicable):_______________
Award entry category (see pages 6): ____________________________________________________________
Name of primary architect (official firm name): _____________________________________________________
Name of primary engineer (official firm name): ____________________________________________________
Name of general contractor (if applying company is a specialty contractor or
supplier):__________________________________________________________________________________
Name of client/owner (official firm name): ________________________________________________________
Starting date of construction: ___________________________________________________________________
Substantial completion date of construction_______________________________________________________
Please provide a two paragraph summary of the project on separate sheet with this entry form.
(IMPORTANT: this information will be used in marketing materials and project descriptions)
Please read and sign below: I have paid online or enclosed a check for $300 to cover the entry fee. I hereby give
ABC of Greater Houston my permission to use photographs and any information submitted for the Excellence in
Construction Award Competition in ABC awards material, promotional materials and press releases.
Name _______________________________________ Date _________________________
Signature __________________________________________________________________________

King of the Jungle
$7,500 ( O N E

AVA I L A B L E )
M U S T B E R E S E RV E D BY F R I D AY, AU G U S T 27

• Reserved Table of 10
• Logo on Event Web page and Event Table Program
• Logo placed on Excellence In Construction Awards
• Speaking part and AV Feature in Presentation
• Logoed Window Feature at Reception
• Full Page Ad in Table Program

Mighty Elephant

$ 5 , 00 0 ( O N E AVA I L A B L E )
MUST BE RESERVED BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

Lion’s Pride

$3,000 ( T W O

AVA I L A B L E )
MUST BE RESERVED BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

• Reserved Seating for 6
• Special Emcee Introduction
• EIC Event Web Page Recognition
• Logo in A/V and Printed Program
• Logoed Window Feature at Reception
• Logo Featured on Bar Wrap Display
• Verbal recognition during EIC Program
• 1/2 page advertisement in Table Program

• Reserved Seating for 4
• Company logo displayed in A/V Program, Table
Program, and Cocktail napkins
•Company logo featured on bar wrap graphic display
• Logoed Window Feature at Reception
• 1/4 page advertisement in Table Program

Plains Zebra

Agile Cheetah

$ 1, 75 0 ( F O U R AVA I L A B L E )
MUST BE RESERVED BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
• Reserved seating for 2 guests
• Company Logo displayed in A/V Program and
Table Program
• Logo featured on table wine bottles
• Verbal recognition during EIC Program

$750

( T W O AVA I L A B L E )
MUST BE RESERVED BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

• Company logo displayed on pre-function
networking game cards
• Company logo displayed in A/V Program
and Printed Program
• Verbal recognition during EIC Program

Cape Fox

$ 5 00 ( F I V E

AVA I L A B L E )
MUST BE RESERVED BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

•Company logo featured on bar wrap graphic display

